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MC22-003447 

Mr Chris Hanson 
Campaign Manager - No More Incinerators    
nomoreincinerators@gmail.com 
 
Dear Mr Hanson 
 
Thank you for your correspondence to the Minister for Climate Change and Energy,  
the Hon Chris Bowen MP, concerning amendments you understand were intended to be made to the 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Act 2020 (RAWR Act). Your correspondence has been referred to the 
Minister for the Environment and Water, the Hon Tanya Plibersek MP. Minister Plibersek has asked 
me to thank you for your correspondence and to reply on her behalf. 
 
The RAWR Act is Australia’s key legislation to reduce the impact on human and environmental health 
of waste material. The Act achieves this by regulating the export of waste to promote its management 
in an environmentally sound way; encouraging and regulating the reuse, remanufacture, recycling 
and recovery of products and waste in an environmentally sound way; and encouraging and 
regulating manufacturers, importers, distributors, designers and other persons to take responsibility 
for products. 
 
In relation to processed engineered fuel, the RAWR Act regulates its export to ensure it is properly 
managed overseas, to reduce the risk of harm to the environment and human health. It does not 
relate to combustion of processed engineered fuels in Australia or carbon credits. For information on 
the RAWR Act refer to: https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/protection/waste 
 
In relation to air quality, the Australian Government leads where there is benefit from a national 
approach, such as developing and administering national emission standards or implementing 
Australia’s international obligations. States and territories have primary responsibility for 
monitoring and managing air quality in their jurisdictions. For information on air quality in Australia 
refer to: https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/protection/air-quality 
 
The Emissions Reduction Fund incentivises business to reduce greenhouse gases they create and to 
undertake activities that store carbon. This can be through eligible projects involving new 
technology; upgrading equipment; changing business practices to improve productivity or energy 
use; and changing the way vegetation is managed to store more carbon. Methodology determinations 
are the rules for estimating emissions reductions to ensure they are genuine and additional to 
business-as-usual operations. The methods are developed in consultation with industry, potential 
end-users, scientists and technical experts, and the Emissions Reduction Assurance Committee.  
You can find information on Government policy on emissions reductions at: 
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/climate-change/policy.  
 
Thank you again for bringing your concerns to the Government’s attention. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
Chloë Bird 
Assistant Secretary | Waste Regulation and Stewardship Branch 
Environment Protection Division 
18 August 2022 


